
Dylan B.
I was eighteen months old when I first was strolled into Temple Emanu-El. I
certainly could not have known then that 17 years later a number of us would
be sitting here today celebrating our graduation. Through this time we have
learned from our clergy and teachers, celebrated our mizvahs and have become
a family. Over these past two years, I had the privilege of serving as the
TEWTY Co-President and sat on the Board of Trustees. Temple Emanu-El has
taught me so much and has given me the opportunity to gain invaluable
leadership skills for which I am very grateful. But I think the most important
thing about Temple Emanu-El for me has been the friendships I have made.
From the shul ins to all of our trips together, the bonds that we have made will
last a lifetime and I know that Temple Emanu-El will always be a big part of
my life.

Aidan B.
I went to sleepaway camp in New Hampshire for 6 summers as a kid and my
camp director routinely said “We could have camp in a parking lot,” referring
to the fact that it is not about the physical space that makes camp what it is, but
rather it is about the people. The same could be said about my Temple
Emanu-El experience. Sure, I have made great memories within the classrooms
and halls of this building, but more than anything, I will remember the
friendships I have made and the staff/clergy members who have shaped me into
the person I am today. And to my camp director’s point, these relationships are
not confined to solely this building - they exist in New Orleans, in Washington
D.C., and they will definitely still exist next year when I am away at college.

Ryan B.
I’m so grateful for the years I’ve spent and Temple Emanu-El. They shaped me
as a person and I am all the better for it. I will carry the memories I made here
for the rest of my life. Thank you to everyone who made my experience so
amazing!

Andrew C.
Eli C.



Russell C.
When I think of Temple Emanu-El, I think of my preschool experience in early
education. Learning to read, meeting lifelong friends and instilling Jewish values
that I will take with me whenever I go. At the same time, I think about the past
few years with trips to New Orleans and DC and continuing my Jewish education
alongside the same friends I met when I was 3. I could not be more grateful for the
clergy, the ECE, the religious school staff, Mike Kenny, and everyone who played
a role in the past 15 years in making Temple Emanu-El my second home.

Jake D.
Friendship. Learning. Growth. Faith. Community. These are all words that come
to mind when I reflect on my experience here at Temple Emanu-El. There’s so
much that I could say, but I’ll keep it short and sweet. I’m extremely grateful for
this community because without it I certainly would not be the person that I am
today. I started here as a toddler 16 years ago at Me and My Shadow, and I see
friends that I made on that very first day and friends that I’ve made more recently.
The community that we’ve built over the years is special. So I think we should
look past sixteen more years of this community because I believe that we have
something that could last a lifetime.

Cooper H.
Shabbat shalom. Bar-mitzvah, confirmation, reading Torah on Rosh Hashanah,
and now my Temple graduation. After all of that, it is pretty cool to look out and
see the faces of the people that got me here. Obviously, there are so many people
to thank and I think that they should be the proudest people here for raising a great
group of young adults. Still, I think that the thank-yous can wait and this senior
class should be a bit selfish. We made it through plenty of clergy rotations, a
Domino’s order to the wrong hotel in Philadelphia, several TEWTY movie night
rain-outs, oh yeah, and a pandemic. I am confident that this group of people can
handle anything that comes our way as we move on with the lessons learned in
this building. I will certainly miss almost everything about Temple, excluding
trying to teach 6th graders comparative religions. In a few months, we will all be
off in new communities but I am sure that we will always have a home to come
back to even though our confirmation picture may never be put up on the wall.

With that, I would like to say goodbye for now, and leave control of the building in Mike Kenny’s hands who
has done a great job helping me keep things under control for the past 10+ years. Thank you everyone. Go
Rochester Yellowjackets.



Andrew H.
Samantha H.
Jacob H.
Jessica I.

Alex K.
I have been coming to Temple Emanu-El for my entire life. Some of my earliest
memories are of playing with my friends on the playground during preschool. Through
the temple, I have met many of my closest friends and had incredible experiences, like
traveling around the northeast and lobbying congress. I am so glad I was able to grow up
as a part of this community, and I know that no matter where I go in life, I will always
have a home here.

Noam K.
When I moved to Westfield in 2013 as the "new kid", Temple Emanu-El was one of the first places that I was able to
find community where I felt I belonged. Little did I know the Emanu-El community would allow me to grow so much
more as a person than I ever thought. From my days in Hebrew school, my Barmitzvah, confirmation, and the various
other events. I am thankful for all of these momentous life events and will carry the lessons I learned from them into
my future.

Madeline L.

Nathan L.
When I first arrived in Westfield, one of the first events I attended was the first day of
Hebrew School that year. That day, I met so many people who are not very close friends
of mine. Temple Emanu-El really helped me through elementary and middle school gain
confidence, not only in Hebrew, but also with who I am as a person. By continuing my
Temple Emanu-El experience through high school, I have had the privilege to meet so
many incredible people and go to so many incredible places, learning so much about
myself in the process. As I move into the next stage of my life, at Syracuse University, I
will keep all of the lessons I have learned through Temple Emanu-El close to me and I
cannot wait to come back and visit the Temple soon. Thank you.

Maya L.



Eliza L.
When I first moved to New Jersey at age 9 I was NOT happy to have to move from my
synagogue in New York and was a little apprehensive about going to such a big
synagogue like Temple Emanu-El. Throughout high school, I have found a sense of
community at the Temple whether it be at madrichim or hebrew school. I have
connected more to my Judaism by learning about our role as Jews to do social justice
work which has really shaped me as a person. I will really miss the synagogue next
year but I know the lessons I learned will continue with me into college and beyond.

Eric M.
Growing up within Temple Emanu-El truly taught me so much about who I am as a
person, as well as creating everlasting memories that I will never forget. From going
on a Duck Tour or tearing up New Orleans with Cantor Novick to eating pizza with a
sixth-grader before Madrichim, Temple Emanu-El has shaped me in more ways than I
count. I would like to thank everyone at the Temple who has had a hand in my
experience and I can't wait to see everyone at the High Holidays.

Emilia N.
My years as a student and madricha at Temple Emanu-El have been filled with
incredible connections, experiences, and friends. There has never been a dull moment,
as the halls of the Temple are reliably filled with laughter, helping hands, and endless
questions. It’s unbelievable to think that I was once a student in learner’s minion and I
watched my own students experience it just last year. From my Bat Mitzvah to
Confirmation and becoming the person I am today, I owe an incredible amount of love
and thanks to my Temple community who has made Temple Emanu-El more than a
second home. I am so grateful to everyone who has helped me grow during my time
at Temple, and a special thanks to Rabbi Prosnit, Cantor Novick, and Shari Rothstein,
who have all been guiding lights for me throughout my Jewish journey.
Congratulations to all of the seniors!

Sara P.
When I was younger I hated Hebrew School. I thought it was boring and pointless.
However, that changed. As I got older and had my Bat Mitzvah and later my
confirmation, I realized how important Temple Emanu-El was to me. I met my best
friends and made so many memories I will never forget.



Jade R.
Temple Emanu-El has given me so much over the past 12 years. This community has
given me some of my closest friends and so many opportunities that have shaped me
into the person I am today. Between Nola, TEWTY, Tuesday nights, and everything in
between I have made countless memories here that I will cherish forever. Thank you
to my friends, the clergy and staff for making Temple Emanu-El such a special place.

Sarah R.
Siena R.
This year has been a little crazy but I’m so happy to be a part of yet again another amazing year of the madrichim
program!

Rebecca R.
I am so grateful that Temple Emanu-El provides students the opportunity not only to
learn Hebrew in a nurturing and engaging environment but also to teach younger
students (once old enough). I adore working with children and my work at Emanu-El
has been especially meaningful to me because I can witness the children be resilient,
make progress in their skills, and ultimately become amazing mentors for the newest
Hebrew learners!

Meredith R.
Temple Emanu-El is the community that raised me. It’s seen me from Tiny Tot
Shabbat all the way through my past five years as a Madricha. I am so grateful to have
spent my entire life learning Jewish values surrounded by such amazing people. I
know I will continue to carry those values and connections with me anywhere I go. I
want to give a special thank you to Cantor Novick, who has been here every step of
the way to see me grow into the person I am today. Thank you to every member of
this community; I’m so proud to be a part of it with you.



Andrew S.
Sophie T.
Mattie W.
Jesse W.

Amanda W.
Temple Emanu-El has taught me what it means to be a Jew, to be a leader, and to be
a part of a community. There has never been a moment in my 17 years here that I
haven't felt like a cherished member of this family. Regardless of my age, or how
involved I've been at the time, every clergy member has always gone out of their
way to make sure I feel valued here. I am so endlessly grateful for my experiences at
Temple Emanu-El, whether that's been as a student, a madricha, a member of a
committee, or just a congregant. No matter where I end up in the future as a member
of the Jewish community, Temple Emanu-El will always be a piece of my heart.

Jacob W.
As we approach graduation, and I think back on the last 17 years in Westfield, so
much has changed–yet the one thing that has always been consistent is the support
and community of Temple Emanu-El. From attending hebrew school as a student
through my Bar Mitzvah and Confirmation and to now working with students each
week for the last five years, there has never been a doubt in my mind that Temple
Emanu-El has shaped my Judaic identity and instilled in me a lifelong commitment
to the Jewish community. Each person I've had the honor to cross paths with here has
helped encourage me to be the best person and the best Jew I can be.

Amanda W.
I am so thankful for everything Temple Emanu-El has done for me in the past eleven
years. From Religious School, to Camp Harlam trips, to Cafe Torah, Temple
Emanu-El has provided a lot of fun and exciting Jewish experiences. I will miss
helping out at high holiday services and playing games at the Purim Carnival. I would
like to thank all the clergy and staff that have made my experience so memorable.

Edward Z.


